










Another area of key importance to these prospective students was 
ensuring they were learning from professional animators.

If you are currently looking for an animation school and have clearly de�ned your personal 
and professional goals so you know what type of animation training you would like to have, 
the next step is to research and interview schools to make sure they o�er the �exibility, quality 
of curriculum, individual attention, and mentoring from professional animators that you require.

VIII. RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS

There are a wide variety of animation universities, animation colleges, animation schools, books, DVDs, tutorials, 
and online resources that o�er some sort of animation training. You can �nd courses ranging from special e�ects 
to lighting to character animation. Some traditional art schools that o�er four-year degrees also have an 
animation curriculum. There are also online schools that specialize only in a certain type of animation, such as 
AnimationMentor.com which o�ers an 18-month program speci�cally in character animation.

Specialized programs like this are not for everyone. That’s why the most important thing is to �rst �gure out what 
type of animation you want to do, then �nd the school that best teaches those skills. If you are still exploring your 
options, you may want to download our free guide, How to Become an Animator, which provides information 
on types of animation jobs, free resources, and things to consider when choosing an animation school. You can 
�nd it at www.animationmentor.com/landing/becomeanimator.

IX. OVERVIEW OF ANIMATION TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

“

“

Doing what I love everyday is the 
most rewarding thing I can think of.

That includes animating, drawing, 

 enjoyable entertainment.
and creating fun and
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Animation Mentor is the only animation school built by professional animators speci�cally for people who want to 
become character animators. Animation Mentor teaches you the art behind animation under the guidance of 
professional animators who are currently working at leading studios. Our approach also prepares you with the skills 
needed to succeed as a professional character animator in a studio environment.

By graduation, every student has worked in a production-style environment where mentors, who are working 
studio animators, stand in for directors, and assignments stand in for �lm or game shots. Students learn how to 
accept guidance and criticism, to meet deadlines, and to budget and schedule their time to succeed in the working 
world. At the end of the 18-month program, students leave with a professional demo reel they can use as their 
résumé to land jobs. Upon graduation, Animation Mentor coaches graduates and helps them locate job 
opportunities with major recruiters, video game companies, and �lm studios. Animation Mentor has a 78% job 
placement rate worldwide.

To learn more about our online animation school, visit www.AnimationMentor.com

ANIMATIONMENTOR.COM
ABOUT
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X.  ADDITIONAL FREE LEARNING RESOURCES FROM ANIMATIONMENTOR.COM

The first edition of our Animation Tips and Tricks eBook featuring 
how-to articles and information from Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) 
animator Shawn Kelly who is also a cofounder of 
AnimationMentor.com

ANIMATION TIPS AND TRICKS, VOLUME I

More tips and tricks from Animation Mentor founders and mentors 
including Shawn Kelly, Carlos Baena, Keith Sintay, Aaron Gilman and 
Wayne Gilbert.

ANIMATION TIPS AND TRICKS, VOLUME II

Behind the Characters: Job Satisfaction, Career Outlook and Salary 
Survey is an industry report chock-full of industry statistics, facts, 
figures and survey responses from more than 1,200 professional 
animators.

THE ANIMATION INDUSTRY SPECIAL REPORT

Animation Mentor’s animation tips and tricks blog featuring advice 
and mentoring from professional working animators.

WWW.ANIMATIONTIPSANDTRICKS.COM
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Animation  Mentor cofounder and Pixar animator Carlos Baena 
shares his techniques for animating along with movies he likes, and 
artwork he gets inspiration and ideas.

CARLOS BAENA’S BLOG

The AnimationMentor.com newsletter features special features 
about the animation industry, animation careers, and advice and 
tips from our mentors. In addition, you can see what Animation 
Mentor students are working on and get the inside scoop on how 
they are creating animation.

ANIMATION INDUSTRY NEWS

Animation Mentor cofounder and CEO Bobby Beck talks about 
what it takes to be an animator and how to stay inspired, motivated 
and creative in life and on the job.

BOBBY BECK’S BLOG
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